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Firefighter Fatalities 
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Unofficial Count  

EMS Fatalities for: 

Unofficial Vista FD 

Yearly Call Tally:  

2011 084 

2010 085 

2009 093 

2008 118 

2011 353 

2010 266 

2009 245 

2008 277 

2011 019 

2010 034 

2009 022 

2008 033 
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This monthôs newsletter is           

dedicated to:                                

All the Men and Women in 

the Armed Forces and First           

Responders who gave the 

Supreme Sacrifice in 2011 

Are thoughts are with them 

and their families 

Special thanks goes out to US 

Navy Seal Team 6 and all those 

involved in tracking down and 

the ñterminationò of                           
Osma Bin Laden in 2011 
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Chiefôs Desk January 2012 

I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe new year!  We are ending 2011 with 

no snow in the forecast which is on sharp contrast to how it began.  2011 was a year 

of large scale weather events which required extended operations and a number of 

standbys for days on end.  A record number of calls were responded to this past year 

totaling more than 350. In addition we moved into our new home officially receiv-

ing a Certificate of Occupancy in January 2011. Our new firehouse was put to use as 

a shelter on a number of occasions providing power for recharging battery dependant devices, internet 

service, hot showers, and for a few a place to hang out during power outages. 

 

We ended the year with a number of celebrations and a return of some of our college student members.  

After a two year absence due to construction, we again held our awards dinner.  We presented awards to 

a large number of our members who have taken additional training and those who have set themselves 

above the rest as firefighters and EMTôs as well as those who have been members for a number of years. 

Congrats to all who were recognized at a well attended ceremony with excellent food and a great video 

of our members over the past few years and a few from ñback in the dayò . Great job by all who assisted 

with this much anticipated event. 

 

On December 14th the Department of Emergency Services held a graduation ceremony for those who 

have completed the firefighter I class in the last six months.  Firefighter Ethan Smith and Firefighter 

Dominic Mangone received their certificates for Firefighter I and Survival. Dominic also received a cer-

tificate for completing Firefighter II.  The ceremony was also attended by the families of both firefight-

ers. Congratulations to both of you on your accomplishments. In addition firefighter Jen Dingee com-

pleted the Firefighter Assist and Search Team (FAST) course at the training center in December. 

 

Several holiday celebrations were attended by our members in December.  Toys for Tots was hosted by 

our Department on December 11th  followed by firehouse decorating and a lighting ceremony at 5PM.  

South Salem held its holiday party on December 9th followed by Croton Falls on December 10th with sev-

eral of our members attending.  

Stay Safe, Chief Dingee 

Awards Dinner Recipients: 
FF  I 

Mike Peck, Ethan Smith, Dom Mangone, Rob Gennaro, Joey Haberny, Anthony Carelli, Mark Durkin,    P.J. Lar-

son, Jamie Wakeman, Brian Porco  

 
FF II                                                                            

Jen Dingee, Duncan Grossman, Mike Peck, Joey Haberny, Anthony Carelli, Brian Porco, Dom Mangone 

 
Safety Officer  Fire Police 

Mike Peck  Bill Dingee, Spike Simpkins 

 
EMT 

Jen Dingee, Mike Peck, P.J. Larson, Judy Saslow, Ed Tweedy 

 

EMT of the Year 2009 Lynda Scott  Firefighter of the year 2009   Mike Peck 
EMT of the Year 2010 Jen Dingee  Firefighter of the year 2010   Joey Haberny 

EMT of the Year 2011 Ari Rackear-Strum Firefighter of the year 2011   Jerry Miller 

30 Yrs Steve Woodstead, Tom Ritchey    15 Yrs  ï Peter Raho, Mike Behringer, John Conti 
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Hoping Everyone had a Happy and Safe Holidays 

and all the Best for 2012 
- From the Newsletter Committee Staff 

Photos from the Chiefôs Desk 
Photos submitted by: Chief Bill Dingee 

MVAðPassenger Car versus School Bus 

Times SquareðNYCðExactly 1 month before the  

Famous New Year Ball Drop 

MVA in the area of the Vista Market 

By the car: EMT Leslie Smith Right: Firefighter Joey Haberny 

 

www.nysmokefree.com/ 



Photographs from the Captain  Submitted by: Captain Jeff Peck 

Patient Transport DrillðInstructor: District Manager Tom RitcheyðNovember 28, 2011 
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Stair chair skill back stairs of firehouseðForward:  

EMT Jim Marcarello Background: Firefighter Brian Porco 

Stair chair skill back stairs of firehouseðForward: EMT Jim 

Marcarello Background: Firefighter/EMT Mike Peck 

Stair chair skill back stairs of fire-

houseðIn stair chair: EMS Lieu-

tenant Mike Behringer Right in 

uniform shirt: District Manager 

Tom Ritchey All others could not 
be identified by Newsletter Staffð

Sorry  

Stair chair skill back stairs of 

firehouseðIn stair chair: EMS  

Lieutenant Mike Behringer Left: 

Ex-Chief Jim Hackett All others 

could not be identified by News-
letter StaffðSorry  

Stair chair skill back stairs of fire-

houseðIn stair chair: EMS Lieu-

tenant Mike Behringer Right in 

uniform shirt: District Manager 

Tom Ritchey Top of stairs Hood: 
Firefighter/EMT Mike Peck All 

others could not be identified by 

Newsletter StaffðSorry  



Photographs from the Captain  Submitted by: Captain Jeff Peck 
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EMS Lieutenant Mike Behringer 

getting stuck in the balloons at the 

Vista Awards Dinner 12/12/2011 

Member Adam Ochs  

ñCowboy Adam Ochsò 

Member Adam Ochs enjoying the 

chairs downstairs Gary Lawson 

style 

Vista FD starting to collect USMC Reserve Toys for Tots 
Vista FD /Cub Scout Pack 101  collect USMC Toys for Tots 

Vista FD /Cub Scout Pack 101  collect USMC Reserve 

Toys for Tots promotion sign 



Photographs from the Captain  Submitted by: Captain Jeff PeckðContinued from previous page 
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Vista Firehouse all decorated for the holidays 

VFD  

Operations 

Holiday  

Decorations  

Up Ladder: 
Firefighter/

EMT Mike 

Peck Footing 

ladder: Brain 

Porco  

Guidance: 

Firefighter 

Lynda Scott 

>>>>>>>>  

VFD Operations Holiday Decorations  

Up Ladder (not seen): Firefighter/EMT Mike Peck Footing ladder: 

1st Assistant Chief Gary Lawson Left Firefighter Ethan Smith Left 

corner (with boonie hat): Member Adam Ochs Right (walking: 

Firefighter Lynda Scott 
Right (wearing the ñwhackerò jacket): Firefighter Brian Porco 

VFD Operations Holiday Decorationsð 

Ladder operations 

Up Ladder (wearing Santa hot) Firefighter/EMT Mike 

Peck  

 
Female  
Firefighters  
Calendar 2012                                                                                      
Female Firefighters 

from the Queensland 

Fire and Rescue Ser-

vice team up with the Cancer Council 

Queensland for a sizzling fundraiser. 

$10.00/calendar 
http://www.femalefirefighters.com.au/

FDNY                       
Firefighters           
Calendar 2012                                                                                      
FDNY Firefighters 

calendar proceeds   

benefit the FDNY 

Foundation   

$15.95/calendar 
http://www.firezonestore.org/of20caofhefd2.html 

 

javascript:;
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Fireground Injury & Death Seminarð                                                                                                                      

January 18, 2012ð7:00 PM                                                                                                                                                          

Warwick High Scholl AuditoriumðWarwick NY                                                                                                    

Chief John Rader:   (914) 755-5992 or GLFDCHIEF@YAHOO.COM 

WMDðThreat & Risk Assessmentð                                                                                                                      

January 19, 2012ð8:00 AMð5:00 PM                                                                                                                                                     

Dutchess County Emergency response CenterðPoughkeepsie NY                                                                                                    

http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/training/documents/courses//MGT-310_Poughkeepsie_01192012.pdf 

Hunter Mountainð2012 FDNY and East Coast Firefighter Races:                                                                                                                      

January 31, 2012ðFDNY Firefighters only                                                                                                             

February 1, 2012ðEast Coast FirefightersðOpen Invitation                                                                                                                                                           

Hunter Mountain Ski ResortðHunter NY                                                                                                                        

http://www.huntermtn.com/huntermtn/events-activities/firefighter-races.aspx 

FASNYð2012 Firefighter Games:                                                                                                                      

February 3-5, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

Greek Peak Ski ResortðCortland NY                                                                                                                        

http://www.fasny.com/index.php/events/winter-games/ 

Fireground Injury & Death SeminarðJanuary 18, 2012ð7:00 PM                                                                      

Warwick High Scholl AuditoriumðWarwick NY                                                                                                    

Chief John Rader:   (914) 755-5992 or GLFDCHIEF@YAHOO.COM 

Pediatric Education for Pre-hospital Providers (PEPP) for BLSðOut of Order in Newsletter:                                                                                                                      

February 2 & 16 & 28, 2012 (Must attend all 3 sessions) - 6:30 PMð10:30 PM                                                                                                                                                          

Suffolk EMS H. Lee Dennison BuildingðHauppauge NY                                                                                                                        

http://www.suffolkremsco.com/index.php?src=events&category=Specialized%

20Courses&submenu=CMECourses&srctype=detail&category=Specialized%20Courses&refno=2563 

NIMSðICS 300 :                                                                                                                                               

February 15-17, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

Westchester County DESðValhalla                                                                                                                

http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/training/documents/courses//I300%20announcement%20Westchester%

20Co.%202.15-17.12.pdf 

Lt. Andy Fredericks, FDNY, Memorial Seminar & ExhibitsðFebruary 24, 2012ð7:30AM - 1:00PM:                                                                                                                      

Westchester Marriott HotelðTarrytown NY                                                                                                    

http://www.elmsfordfd.com/seminar.php 

New York State EMS Council MeetingðOut of Order in Newsletter:                                                                                                                      

January 31-Febriary 1, 2012, 2012 Hilton Garden InnðTroy NY                                                                                                                         
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New York State Weekend at the National Fire Academy:                                                                                                                      

March 17-18, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

National Fire AcademyðEmmitsburg MD                                                                                                          

POC: Diane Caves        dianecaves@aol.com                                                                                                                  

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/resident/swp/swp_dates.shtm 

Association of Fire Districts State of New York Annual Meeting:                                                                                                                      

May 3-6, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

Albany Marriott HotelðWolf RoadðAlbany NY                                                                                          

http://www.firedistnys.com/ 

New York State Association of Fire Chiefs 2012ð106th Annual Conference F.I.R.E.:                                                                                                                      

June 13-16, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

Turning Stone CasinoðVerona NY  POC:                                                                                                                   

http://www.nysfirechiefs.com/fire_2012_main.php 

2012 Fire, Rescue and EMS Mega Show :                                                                                                                      

February 25 & 26, 2012ð10 AM to 5 PM                                                                                                                                                              

Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum                                                                                                                       

http://www.liproductions.net/index.php 

First Responders and Individuals with AutismðTrain the Trainer:                                                                                                                      

March 27, 2012                                                                                                                                                              

Greenburgh Public LibraryðGreenburgh NY                                                                                                                        

Rob Bernstein: rjb@autismspeech.com   914-330-3393 

Rebel Race:                                                                                                                                               

April 14, 2012ðManchester NJ                                                                                                                            

June 11 & 12, 2012ðModena NY                                                                                                                  

September 21, 2012ðNew Windsor NY                                                                                                                        

https://www.raceit.com/register/groups/default.aspx?event=7552 

Northern Westchester Firemenôs Association 

Meeting:                                                                                                          

January 10, 2012 7:30 PMðChappaqua FD                                                                                                                                     

Westchester County Fire Chiefs Association 

Meeting:                                                                                                          

January 18, 2012 7:30 PMðArdsley FD                                                                                                                                     

WREMSCO Meeting:                                                                                                          

January 26, 2012 6:00 PMðWestchester DES  
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FLU Season is 

Here! 

Get your Shot! 

FEMA NIMS Training ð

Online  

NIMS Training is Required 
http://www.fema.gov/emergency/

nims/  

Professional Bull Riders  

Madison Square Garden Invitational 
January 06, 2012 ð January 08, 2012  

http://www.thegarden.com/events/pbr_0112 

NYC International  

Motorcycle Show 
January 20-22, 2012  

Jacob Javits Convention 

CenterðNYC 

NY Boat Show 
January 4-8, 2012  

Jacob Javits Convention CenterðNYC 

http://www.nyboatshow.com/ 

 

Rendering of the proposed Town of Lewisboro September 11 and 

USMC Corporal Jackowski Memorial in Vista NY 

The Town of Lewisboro September 11 and  

USMC Corporal Jackowski Memorial  

 

Is seeking support and  donations to build this 

very Special Memorial. 

 

You can buy a brick or bricks for this  

Memorial, donate or help with this project 

 

Please go to: 

http://www.ourlewisboromemorial.org/ 

 

Winter Blood Drive At The Firehouse 
 

Wanted & Needed  

Healthy, Caring & Able Individuals. 

 

Date:   Saturday, January 21, 2012 

Time:   9:00am to 3:00pm 

Place:   Vista Firehouse 

  

Mark Your Calendars 

Vampire Pete 

  
  

 


