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Spike Simpkins 10 Yrs 

Brendan Tobin 9 Years 

Jeff Peck 11 

Jen Dingee 10 

Tom Ritchey 8 
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Year to Date 88 
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John Conti 5/10 

Barbara Gomez 5/11 

Joe Haberny 5/11 

Jim Hackett 5/26 

Martin Rojas 5/31 
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Motherôs Day 

Sunday May 9 
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We wish a speedy  

recovery (from knee 

 surgery) to : 

 

Battalion 13 Deputy Fire 

Coordinator  

Gary Weber. 

http://www.defense.gov/afd/
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From the Chiefôs Desk, May 2010 

 

As the Yankeeôs Yogi Berra once said, ñItôs like d®j¨ vu all over again!ò Once again you 

have given me the chance to serve as your Chief of Department and I thank you for the 

opportunity. The department is quite a bit different than it was my first time around in 

2003 and the challenge even more daunting. I will do my best to move the department in 

the right direction during our time of change. 

 

Several big issues have been identified and solutions are being developed to make positive changes in our 

departmentôs operations. A number of departments in Battalion 13 have been meeting for Recruitment and 

Retention of members. They have submitted an AFG ñAssistance to Firefightersò grant proposal for pro-

gram development and hiring of a full time recruiter to bolster our ranks. Items discussed have been re-

cruitment videos, local cable news channel and newspaper public safety announcements and the use of 1-

800-FIRELINE through the National Volunteer Fire Council for information on becoming a volunteer. 

 

We have begun the strategic planning process that will identify areas of concern of all of our members 

from data gathered from an online survey. To date 28 surveys have been submitted. This process is being 

conducted by a committee chosen to reflect a cross section of the membership from new to more senior 

members, firefighters, and EMTôs. 

 

The annual training schedule, mentoring program, and health and safety document updates are underway. 

PESH and NFPA compliance items need our attention. A Risk Management Plan must be developed, exist-

ing SOPôs revised and new ones developed. 

 

EMS delivery, the majority of our calls, will be placed on the ñfront burnerò as we work to cover all time 

periods through scheduling. There will be a revision to the chain of command that has been described as 

having ñtoo many layers.ò Cross training with firefighters to bring all of our members back together to 

function as cohesive group will increase. EMTôs alone cannot fully staff the ambulance so firefighters also 

must respond to emergency medical calls to assist with carrying patients, gear, and driving responsibilities. 

 

Our department is involved, along with the Townôs other fire departments, LVAC, Police and Highway 

departments in the Lewisboro Emergency Management Committee. We have been working on a Severe 

Weather Annex to add to the Townôs Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. Our next challenge is 

sheltering of displaced residents during power losses or other emergencies. We have met with the Red 

Cross and Katonah Lewisboro Schools to assist with this part of the plan. 

 

The biggest issue is the firehouse construction. As you know, living out of a trailer is not very conducive to 

our operation, nor is it comfortable for our members. At some point this fall we will have the task of mov-

ing back into the new firehouse. This will take some adjustment, but in time will work to make our ñlivesò 

at the firehouse much better than before. 

 

This is an exciting time in our history, and the most critical. Declining membership and external commit-

ments on our active members is of great concern. My hope is that through the strategic planning process, 

we will identify ways that we can make it easier and more rewarding for our members to dedicate their 

valuable available time to making our department as good as we can be.  Thanks again for the opportunity 

to help guide the department to meet our goals and objectives. 

 

Stay Safe, 

Chief Dingee 
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ñSpeak Your Mind, but Ride a Fast Horseò 
  
I would like to thank Chief Lawson for his years of service as Chief of the Vista FD. His was a 
tough three years to say the least. Having one of our members who wanted to play the part of the 
ñheroò by starting a fire at St. Paulôs church, and dismantling the firehouse for the renovation being 
two of the toughest issues he was dealt.  He used some unique sayings to get himself through 
these tough times. ñSpeak your mind but ride a fast horse,ò was posted on the wall in his office. 
ñCowboy Upò was his call to members to get them to give a bit more to the department in its time 
of need. My favorite was when he referred to himself as a ñbiker in a white collar worldò at the Na-
tional Fire Academy during a New York State Weekend in 2009. 

 
I am thankful that he has stayed on to serve as my 1

st
 Assistant Chief this year, just another example of how are 

department is ñgoing greenò by recycling our Chief Officers. Thank you Chief Lawson, for your continued service to 
the Vista Fire Department and the community.  
  
Chief Dingee 

   

           

           

Vista firefighters joined around 12 companies this weekend for a 

full -day class Saturday and drill Sunday on Water Supply running 

a 2 -hour ISO water supply test at SSFD.   

 

Mark Davis and Shane Darwick, two Battalion chiefs from Mary-

land gave an excellent class Saturday and ran a tight, timed exer-

cise Sunday. The goal was to maintain constant two -hour water 

supply in a real - time scenario:   flow it within five minutes, estab-

lish multiple lines within ten and progress a 250gpm flow through 

to 1500gpm without interruption.   

 

 

Fill sites were the Town Pond (SSFD's pumper) and the Adam's Hill Road water source.   Vista's En-

gine 142 was lead pumper under A/C Dingee to Chappaqua's ladder truck at the SSFD pond and both 

142 and our tanker got to blow off a few cobwebs and do their stuff.   Was great to see so many com-

panies out there besides our locals: Danbury, Beaver Brook, Yorktown Heights and Banksville.   Thank 

you, NWVFA for organizing and SSFD for your hospitality.    
 

Rural Water Supply Operations Seminar -  Moving Big Water with No Fire Hydrants -  April 24 & 25, 

2010:   More pics and details at www.GotBigWater.com.  

 
*Submitted by Lynda Scott 
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<ð Lightning over the volcano in     

Iceland whose ash cloud scrambled 

flights worldwide for days.    

Honest Seanôs used fire trucks. Make offer. 

Open Uniform Request Period 

(OURP) 
IF YOU ARE READING THIS YOU ARE 

TOO LATE!  

April 1-30, 2009 ï During this time frame 

memberôs were asked to submit any uniform 

and/or uniform accessory requests during that 

time. 

This was the only time to submit requests 

unless there were any unusual circumstances 

that arose. 

 

Then was the time to check on the status of 

your uniforms and note any possible deficien-

cies.  

 

This concludes OURP. 

ARMED FORCES DAY  
�³�8�1�,�7�(�'���,�1���6�7�5�(�1�*�7�+� ́

MAY 15, 2010  
 
President Harry S. Truman led the effort to 

establish a single holiday for citizens to come 

together and thank 

our military mem-

bers for their patri-

otic service in sup-

port of our country. 

 

On August 31, 

1949, Secretary of 

Defense Louis John-

son announced the creation of an Armed 

Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, 

Marine Corps and Air Force Days. The single

-day celebration stemmed from the unification 

of the Armed Forces under one department -- 

the Department of Defense. 

 

*Obtained from US Dept. of Defense website: 
http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/ 

JFC WALK  
 
We have been requested the JFC for a 
standby with the ambulance and EMTôs for 
their annual walk which occurs from 0930-
1130 on Sunday May 2 nd

.  
 
Please get back to me with your availabil-
ity  for that morning so I may respond back to them.   
     Thanks, Chief Bill D.  

REMINDER  

 

Go to  the Ridge Club at least five (5) times 

per month to maintain your membership. 


